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Welcome Chaplain Mark O'Sullivan

Invocation Chaplain Mark O'Sullivan

Eulogy Loaplain Mark 0 :SullilJan

Clqyton IV/hies, ML/l R£cOl'eties

Remarks Sharon Rolojj; NietY:

Military Honors Team Seven, Califo17liaAm!)' National Guard

fPorcls0/Encouragement Chaplain Mark O'Sullivall

Moment 0/Silence for Private Mel7!JnSims and theflight CreJV

Benedidion Chaplain Mark 0 'Sullivan

Special Acknowledgments

Joint POff//MIAAccottnting Command, Hmvaii

Captain Jose]. Dominguez; Casualty Assistance O}ficer

Sergeant J<zrstClass Gregol)'Mathis, Military Escort
Potriot Guard and Warrior Watch Riders

Military Escort Team - Healdsburg A.merimn Legion

EngineerArt Leclaire, Sacramento J<zreDept.,
PipeJ"and Drums 0/ Ca. Projwional Fire}ighters

ClaJJ 0/'938, Classmates
World War II Veterans

Extendedf<ami/y and Iq)'Cl1jriend-ria'



Mervyn E. Sims

Born - January 30, 1920

MIA - Apri124, 1943

Recovered - October 19, 2003

Finally Home - April22, 2011

With r~j7edion we remember those

l/Je lost and who lost so much

With pride we stand beside

the brave

With resolve we dtftnd

our freedom

[Pith hope we sow pea.-e

and rebuild

ON 24 APRIL 1943 PRIVATE FIRST CLASS MERVYN E. SIMS WAS

AM.ONGST THE CREW OF A C-87 LIBERATOR EXPRESS THAT

DISAPPEARED DURING A FLIGHT OVER THE HIl\1ALAYAS. THE CREW OF

FIVE WAS RETURL'\iINGTO CHABUA. INDIA FROM YANGKAJ,CHINA. ALL

ATTEMPTS TO LOCATE THE AIRCRAFT WERE UNSUCCESSFUL. IN 194G

THE U.S. WAR DEPARTMENT DECLARED THE 5 MEN PRESUMED DEAD.

AND THE AMERICAi'" GRAVES REGISTRATION SERVICE DECLARED THE

REl\1AINS NON-RECOVERABLE. ALL FIVE CREWMEN ARE NAMED ON

THE TABLETS OF THE MISSING, MANILA AM.ERICAN CEMETERY AND

MEMORIAL. REPUBLICOF THE PHILIPPINES.

ON 19 OCTOBER 2003 CLAYTON KUHLES. AN AMERICAN CITIZEN IN

BURL\1AREPORTED THAT HE FOUND THE WRECKAGE AND RECOVERED

HUl\1AN REl\1AINS. AIRCRAFT IDENTIFICATION WAS THE DATA PLATE,

TAIL NUMBER 41-23G9G.

ON 27 J\1AY 2009 BONE SAlvU'LESWERE SUBMITTED TO THE ARL\1ED

FORCES DNA IDENTIFICATION LAB AND MERVYN WAS POSITIVELY

IDENTIFIED BYDNA OBTAINED FROM HIS SISTER.VIRGINIA BURCH.

JOINT POW/MIA ACCOUNTING COMMAND (.IPAC) HAS SOUGHT

PERL\1ISSI0N TO RETURL'\i TO THE RECOVERY SITE; THE INDIAN

GOVERNMEi\'T HAS RESTRICTEDACCESS TO THAT AREA.

20 APRIL 2011 MERVYN E. SIMS WAS ESCORTED FROM HICKAM AFB,

HAWAIl TO CYPRESSHILLSMEMORIAL PARKTO JOIN HIS FAMILYo

FRED CHARLESSIMS. FATHER

EDNA BRAREN SIMS RIPPE,MOTHER

VIRGINIA MAE RIPPEBURCH, SISTER

HARVEYAND EDA BRAREN.UNCLE AND AUNT


